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thereafter four entire centuries of Turkish mis-rule. And then, at
last, during the beginning of the last century, a first feint stirring
of hope. A swineherd in Serbia started a rebellion that was to
make bin* a king. Next that terrible war of extermination between
Greek and Ottoman, turned into a major European issue by a lame
English poet who hobbled to his welcome death in the pestiferous
village of Missolonghi. And then the beginning of that great
struggle for liberty which was to last for another hundred years.
Let us be lenient in judging our Balkan friends. They have been
the leading actors in the tragedy of man's martyrdom.
Among the modern Balkan States, Bulgaria is one of the most
important. It is composed of two very fertile regions, both of them
cxceEently suited to all sorts of agriculture: the plain in the north
between the high ridge of the Balkan Mountains and the Danube,
and the plain of PhiKppopolis in the south between the Balkans
and the Rhodope Mountains. This valley, protected on both sides,
enjoys a mild, almost Mediterranean climate. It exports its
products through the harbour of Burgas, on the Black Sea, just as
the sterner products of the northern plain, grain and corn, are sent
abroad by way of Varna.
Otherwise there are very few towns, for the Bulgarians are
essentially a peasant people. Sofia, the present capital, lies on the
old trade-routes from north to south and east to west. For almost
four hundred years it was the residence of the Turkish governors
who, from their fortified palace on the Struma river, ruled the
whole of the Balkan peninsula, with the exception of Bosnia and
Greece.
When Europe finally became conscious of the plight of its
feUow-Christians, delivered to the mercies of the Moslem invaders,
Mr Gladstone and his followers did a great deal of talking about
the Bulgarian atrocities; but the Russians were the first to take
action. Twice their armies crossed the Balkan mountains. The
fighting to force the Shipka Pass and to subdue the fortress of
Plevna will be remembered as long as people realize that there
have been a few wars which were absolutely unavoidable, if the
world was to progress from slavery to comparative freedom.